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At New Horizons Academy, the intent of our “Topic’ curriculum is to equip learners with a broad understanding of their world, integrating
essential knowledge with key skills that enable them to thrive. Carefully selected units allow for a variety of cross-curricular learning, where
meaningful links can be made with other subjects to help support learner engagement, secure prior learning or develop learning further.

We aim to:

e Promote Cultural Understanding and Curiosity: Develop learners' appreciation of diverse cultures and histories, fostering respect and
empathy for different backgrounds and viewpoints.

e Encourage Lifelong Learning: Instil a passion for learning by connecting topics to learners’ personal experiences and future
aspirations, enabling them to see the relevance of their studies to real-world applications.

e Re-engage Learners in Their Education: Utilise the careful selection of topics, some of which incorporate learners' input, to reignite
their enthusiasm for learning and encourage ownership of their educational journey.

e Develop Critical Thinking: Encourage analytical skills through open-ended questions and discussions, enabling learners to formulate
their own opinions based on evidence.

e Support Emotional Wellbeing: Acknowledge the social and emotional needs of learners, it is crucial for them to engage with topics that
are relevant to their lives and promote resilience and self-expression.

e Prepare for Future Settings: Equip students with skills and knowledge to support them in their transition to future educational settings
which they may transfer to.

Our ultimate aim is to create an inclusive environment where every learner feels valued and empowered to achieve their full potential and to
help our learners engage positively with their learning and develop the skills, knowledge and confidence to be successful in their future
endeavours.
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Our Topic curriculum has been designed specifically for our learners; we have moved away from "off-the-shelf" schemes to create a bespoke curriculum that
prioritises core National Curriculum skills while maximizing student engagement.

A Bespoke and Flexible Framework

Meaningful Cross-Curricular Links

Core Skill Mapping: Each unit is mapped against core skills taken from the relevant National Curriculum documents to ensure academic rigor, while
the content remains flexible enough to pivot, based on student interest and current world events whilst opportunities for oracy and critical thinking are
given to support the pupils’ development in these areas.

Broadening Horizons: Topics are carefully selected to ensure that pupils have opportunities to learn about different people, places and events that
they may not have studied due to their previous educational experiences. By focusing on areas of pupil interest, areas linked to the National
curriculum and units which support SEMH and cultural capital development, pupils are given varied opportunities to engage positively with their
learning.

High-Engagement Delivery

Hands-On Learning: To re-engage learners who may have had negative experiences with formal education, our topic units use various strategies to
“hook” our pupils and provide learning experiences which not only provide them with core skills and knowledge but foster a love of learning.
Alongside the use of interactive resources, trips and or visitors, our learners are immersed in their topic.

Learner Voice: In line with our intent to encourage ownership, students are given a say in the direction of their projects and topic units. This
"co-construction” of the curriculum ensures that the learning feels relevant to their lives and aspirations.

Holistic Integration: Throughout the Topic planning, we make cross-curricular links where applicable. This reinforcement helps secure prior learning
and reduces the cognitive load for our students. British Values are linked across each unit and lesson supporting the teaching and understanding of
these.

Adaptive Instruction: Planning is adapted for every lesson to account for the emotional temperature of the classroom. We use appropriate
resources such as: visual scaffolds, word banks, and multisensory resources to ensure that personal circumstances or learning barriers do not
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prevent access to complex historical or geographical concepts.

The impact of our Topic curriculum is seen in students who are more connected to the world around them and more confident in their ability to navigate it.

Re-engagement and Academic Agency

The primary impact is a measurable increase in learner engagement. Students move from a state of educational passivity to becoming active "researchers”
and "explorers." This is evidenced through pupil voices, pupil engagement in topic learning and a visible pride in the work produced for their project
outcomes.

Broadened Horizons and Cultural Capital

Our learners develop a genuine appreciation for diversity and global history. By exploring cultures and viewpoints different from their own, they develop the
empathy and respect necessary for a positive, inclusive society. They leave us with a sense of "Cultural Capital" that bridges the gap between their personal
experiences and the wider world.

Critical Thinking and Resilience

Through open-ended discussions and supported inquiry, students develop the ability to think critically. They learn that history and geography are not just
about "facts" but about interpretation. This promotes resilience, as students become more comfortable with the idea that there isn't always one "right"
answer, fostering a safer environment for self-expression.

Preparedness for Transition

The impact is seen in the "transferable skills" our students acquire. By mastering core skills they are better equipped for their next educational setting. They
leave New Horizons Academy not just with knowledge, but with an improved confidence to communicate their ideas clearly in any future classroom
environment.
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National Curriculum Programmes of Study Aims Key Stages 1&2

Hi - National Curriculum - Hi | 1t02
The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:
1) Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and
how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world
2) Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of
past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind
3) Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’
4) Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts,
analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses
5) Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and
interpretations of the past have been constructed History — key stages 1 and 2 2
6) Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history;
between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales

Geography- National Curriculum - Geography key stages 1 to 2
1 ional B f . | | -

1) Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places — both terrestrial and marine — including their defining physical and human characteristics and how
these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes

2) Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation
and change over time

3) Are competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their
understanding of geographical processes interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical
Information Systems (GIS)

4) Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length

Art- National Curriculum - Art key stages 1 to 2
The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils:
1) Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences
2) Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques
3) Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design
4) Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms.



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7c2917e5274a1f5cc762cf/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_History.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7c1ecae5274a1f5cc75e97/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Geography.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7ba810ed915d4147621ca0/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Art_and_design.pdf
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Design and Technology- National Curriculum - D.T. key stages 1 to 2
he nation i im for design and technology aims to ensure th

2) Build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and make high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users
3) Critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others
4) Understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook.

Science- National Curriculum Key Stages 1 to 2

The national curriculum for science aims to ensure that all pupils:
1) Develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics

2) Develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science through different types of science enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world
around them
3) Are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and implications of science, today and for the future.

R.E.

Northamptonshire Agreed Syllabus for RE (Religion and Worldviews)

The aims of the syllabus are for pupils:
1) to develop religious literacy;
2) to acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principal religions and world views represented in the United Kingdom;
3) to develop an understanding of the influence of the beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and cultures;
4) to develop attitudes of respect towards other people who hold views and beliefs different from their own;
5) to develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious issues, with reference to the principal religions and world views represented locally and in the
United Kingdom.
British Values

—

Democracy - Vote on your class’s favourite wonder and justify choices.

Rule of Law — Explore rules people follow in sacred or protected natural places.

Individual Liberty — Encourage freedom to express personal opinions about favourite wonders or beliefs.

Mutual Respect — Discuss why it's important to respect places, people, cultures, and beliefs around the world.
Tolerance of Faiths and Beliefs — Learn how different cultures value and care for their natural and man-made heritage
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7ca43640f0b6629523adc1/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Design_and_technology.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a806ebd40f0b62305b8b1fa/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Science.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1l_i1sPQbYeE6DLhZwX09Mhixi1-fY6Ja
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Usage of NC Objectives Tracked
(‘Should be taught about’ statements)
Geog History Art DT Science (Specific NC Aims &

Objecti tincluded i
NHA Science)

Plants Y1

1.name a variety of

common wild and garden
plants, including deciduous
and evergreen trees

1. to use a range of

materials creatively to
design and make products

2. to use drawing,

painting and
sculpture to develop
and share their ideas,
experiences and
imagination

2.identify and describe the

basic structure of a variety
of common flowering plants,
including trees.

3. to develop a wide
Plants Y2

1.observe and describe how

seeds and bulbs grow into
mature plants

range of art and

design techniques in
using colour, pattern,
texture, line, shape,
form and space 2.find out and describe how

plants need water, light and
a suitable temperature to
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Usage of NC Objectives Tracked
(‘Should be taught about’ statements)

grow and stay healthy.
4. about the work of a

range of artists,
craft makers and
designers,
describing the
differences and
similarities between
different practices
and disciplines, and
making links to
their own work.
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Usage of NC Objectives Tracked
(‘Should be taught about’ statements)
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Usage of NC Objectives Tracked
(‘Should be taught about’ statements)
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Usage of NC Objectives Tracked
(‘Should be taught about’ statements)

KS2
1. to create sketch books Plants Y3
to record their 1.identify and describe the
observations and use functions of different parts of
them to review and flowering plants: roots,
e stem/trunk, leaves and flowers
revisit ideas
2.explore the requirements of
2. to improve their plants for life and growth (air,
light, water, nutrients from sail,
mastery of art and and room to grow) and how
design techniques, they vary from plant to plant

including drawing,
painting and sculpture
with a range of plants
materials [for example,
pencil, charcoal, paint,
clay]

3.investigate the way in which
water is transported within

4.explore the part that flowers

play in the life cycle of
flowering plants, including
pollination, seed formation and



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e1f1bY_4aQ4eCdw5jIKtv7-GHy2VrzCym26F_S4zF9o/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e1f1bY_4aQ4eCdw5jIKtv7-GHy2VrzCym26F_S4zF9o/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e1f1bY_4aQ4eCdw5jIKtv7-GHy2VrzCym26F_S4zF9o/edit?tab=t.0

\7 New.

Horizons
g Academy

NHA Topic Vision Whole School Overview

Usage of NC Objectives Tracked
(‘Should be taught about’ statements)

3. about great artists,

architects and designers in
history.

seed dispersal.

Earth and Space Y5

1. describe the movement of

the Earth, and other planets,
relative to the Sun in the solar
system

2. describe the movement of
the Moon relative to the Earth

3. describe the Sun, Earth and

Moon as approximately
spherical bodies

4.use the idea of the Earth’s

rotation to explain day and
night and the apparent
movement of the sun across
the sky.

Forces Y5



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e1f1bY_4aQ4eCdw5jIKtv7-GHy2VrzCym26F_S4zF9o/edit?tab=t.0
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Usage of NC Objectives Tracked
(‘Should be taught about’ statements)

1.explain that unsupported

objects fall towards the Earth
because of the force of gravity
acting between the Earth and
the falling object

2.identify the effects of air

resistance, water resistance
and friction, that act between
moving surfaces
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Usage of NC Objectives Tracked
(‘Should be taught about’ statements)
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Usage of NC Objectives Tracked
(‘Should be taught about’ statements)
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Usage of NC Objectives Tracked
(‘Should be taught about’ statements)
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Foundations Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Topic Unit All About Me 'Light and Dark - Minibeasts - -
British Value Links Mutual Respect Individual Liberty Individual Liberty Mutual Respect Mutual Respect

Individual Liberty
Rule of Law
Democracy

Mutual Respect
Tolerance
Rule of Law

Mutual Respect
Rule of Law
Democracy

Individual Liberty
Democracy
Rule of Law

Individual Liberty
Democracy
Rule of Law

Mutual Respect
Individual Liberty
Tolerance
Democracy

Rule of Law

Additional Learning

Opportunities e.q. trips,
visitors etc



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tAcSjS0My2kVUEVnchdmt-n3NB55ONCIHUKAdOZWO8I/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ervQkhAdnhh7ehV-AUT9ufkbgJLFZS5KB0WMS0Zu0uc/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mAd3CS8FM93_kgFn_F4PYJTobtwymAdeLZzmrVeQ-f0/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C4B2-ah6O-p4hVWqoC5mbOkP5cca1J8tlJCbFmc80as/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L0i_SiSNQfzXws4wI90qOevWlsfhw7rfnCOMJcub0ks/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ziiM9sI7VfBYwEnKlhNPU0CVLVMzjrbh1lgU41FGSnI/edit?usp=drive_link
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KS1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Cycle A
Topic Unit All about Animals: Land Festivals and celebrations | Dinosaurs and Fossils Roald Dahl:The Enormous | Terrific Toys! Fairy Tales: Traditional
Animals Crocodile Stories from around the
world
Planning Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan
British Value Links
Additional Learnin Visits to Local Place of Roald Dahl Museum Trip Interactive Toy session
Opportunities e.q. trips, Worship/ Visitors to School or Virtual Visit through Northampton
visitors etc Museum
KS1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Cycle B
Topic Unit Seas, Rivers and Oceans Real Life Superheroes Transport through the ages | Roal Dahl: Charlie and the | The Great Fires of London | Sun, Sea and Sand
Chocolate Factory and Northampton
Planning Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan
British Value Links Mutual Respect Mutual Respect The Rule of Law Mutual Respect Rule of Law Mutual Respect

Individual Liberty
Tolerance
The Rule of Law

Tolerance

The Rule of Law
Individual Liberty
Democracy

Individual Liberty
Mutual Respect
Democracy
Tolerance

Individual Liberty
Tolerance
Rule of Law

Individual Liberty
Mutual Respect
Tolerance
Democracy

Rule of Law
Individual Liberty



https://www.roalddahlmuseum.org/schools-and-groups/
https://www.roalddahlmuseum.org/schools-and-groups/
https://www.northamptonmuseums.com/directory-record/170/
https://www.northamptonmuseums.com/directory-record/170/
https://www.northamptonmuseums.com/directory-record/170/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vljIlTSlnnc4ZDqMXCcBS0Oifhe83Ivtv4ygWX_n4So/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZjzLoOcUUn9GhQztkxB8Ka7j-HcMJ9Ayc8z4QzHwSVc/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TSwB6ZTghzT364dauV4nJGXMcYAIYpqT4l6wBsvWrtw/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/148uzr6yUphjRqhEkaky_HmaIOdlFxD7ZTt2wxB38sj4/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n9fmhOrMxIViIiWK5uoRACgTfjXilB5vGLIrS3LZPEA/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13Ub90iuO_nuTgshXGGP4jpgB5_hMaDI-xDiCFiU7IXI/edit?usp=drive_link
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A

visitors etc

dditional Learnin

niti .g. tri

Visit to Northampton Fire
Station

Rushden Transport
Museum

Roald Dahl Museum Trip
or Virtual Visit

Cadbury World

Northampton Museum



https://www.northantsfire.gov.uk/the-mounts-fire-station/
https://www.northantsfire.gov.uk/the-mounts-fire-station/
https://www.rhts.co.uk/transport-museum/
https://www.rhts.co.uk/transport-museum/
https://www.roalddahlmuseum.org/schools-and-groups/
https://www.roalddahlmuseum.org/schools-and-groups/
https://www.cadburyworld.co.uk/
https://www.northamptonmuseums.com/
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LKS2 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Cycle A
Topic Unit Fabulous Food- Dishes Endangered animals Technology: how has it Roald Dahl:The BFG Ancient History and Achievers, Explorers and
from around the world changed and how does it Civilisations:Ancient Inventors
help us today? Greece

Planning Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan
British Value Links Individual Liberty

Mutual Respect

The Rule of Law

Democracy
Additional Learnin The National Museum of Roald Dahl Museum Trip
Opportunities e.q. trips, Computing or Virtual Visit
visitors etc
LKS2 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Cycle B
Topic Unit Man-made and Natural Bletchley Code Breakers! Plants and Growing Roald Dahl: James and Ancient History and Mythological and

Wonders of the World the Giant Peach Civilisations: The Roman Legendary Creatures
Empire

Planning Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan
British Value Links Mutual Respect Rule of Law Mutual Respect Individual Liberty Mutual Respect Individual Liberty

Tolerance
Individual Liberty
Democracy

The Rule of Law

Individual Liberty
Mutual Respect
Democracy

Tolerance
Individual Liberty
Rule of Law
Democracy

Mutual Respect
Rule of Law
Tolerance

Rule of Law
Individual Liberty
Democracy
Tolerance

Democracy
Tolerance
Mutual Respect
Rule of Law

Potential Additional

Bletchley Park Visit

Roald Dahl Museum Trip



https://docs.google.com/document/d/13rkv_5Hf8bKVFPGNwKlp45hOoiq2FwFKUOBMxT5S7ps/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.thepixelbunker.com/
https://www.thepixelbunker.com/
https://www.roalddahlmuseum.org/schools-and-groups/
https://www.roalddahlmuseum.org/schools-and-groups/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1snjWTluXi02KEzmEPRRrdVr6RfodOqxYtIkrRmyBHFw/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s0ugVobdAguAtBhyz9-0gfkYf6bmqk-mmRGl49xK0IU/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cxBmlQbv500lsyrzPXIMmwQdfuzHG5hIvf-Fa2Sh3hw/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H45RAPvzOQU41c5NiDQRyg94HeBW9_SIO9E8TQafbEs/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tzf34oS9uAMMKQPX9LLNBiSiGh-bDpmeXt0S2e_g2JA/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q82yQp-ip98mdUhDv6ICvwXSCPd46OH1OEjlxMoh1xQ/edit?usp=drive_link
https://www.bletchleypark.org.uk/
https://www.roalddahlmuseum.org/schools-and-groups/
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Learning Opportunities

e.q. frips. visitors etc

or Virtual Visit



https://www.roalddahlmuseum.org/schools-and-groups/
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UKS2 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Cycle A

Topic Unit Famous Artists and Championes, Space, the final frontier! Roald Dahl: Danny History of Gaming A United Kingdom! All
Designers who left their Championes, Ole, Ole, Champion of the World about the countries of the
mark on the world! Ole! Who is the GOAT? UK

P|anning Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan

British Value Links

Potential Additional National Space Centre Pixel Bunker Renley Mclintosh- study

Learning Opportunities or Virtual Visit (Northampton local trip 78

e.q. trips. visitors etc Derngate)

UKS2 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Cycle B

Topic Unit Local History: Cobblers! All about the Olympics Extreme Earth: Natural Roald Dahl:The Twits Mesmerised by Mayans Magnificent Musicians
Northampton and the shoe Hazards from around the world
industry

Planning Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan Unit Plan

British Value Links Mutual Respect Tolerance Tolerance Rule of Law Mutual Respect Mutual Respect

Individual Liberty
The Rule of Law
Tolerance
Democracy

Mutual Respect
Individual Liberty
Rule of Law
Democracy

Mutual Respect
Individual Liberty
Rule of Law
Democracy

Mutual Respect
Individual Liberty

Individual Liberty
The Rule of Law
Tolerance

The Rule of Law
Individual Liberty
Tolerance

Potential Additional
e 0 -

Northampton and Abington
Park Museums

British Science Museum

Roald Dahl Museum Trip
Vi L Visi



https://www.spacecentre.co.uk/
https://www.roalddahlmuseum.org/schools-and-groups/
https://www.roalddahlmuseum.org/schools-and-groups/
https://www.thepixelbunker.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19LgjWgPsZHJxmTjdBvJcTvbRTB7xImWhLkGYK2m_l0Y/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H6f_HCo0lQnbHsYmiwD_7MdgS3Vk0DjXAW75Us1id6k/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WV8j3PuPR9F2tw7V5OSRrbeHTyweD0AidZVmBCWW8r8/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VRrIX_6wg5m8UX-8fmr_V0rh0cqsFJxVc9rl6k7FDSQ/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17I7txfJBTv5iTCTF-7sPl-lDSSdJ1dhqP9r13OTIDQU/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ef4Xg6z9U46Rp319W7CttukcOO-QzzLXpESu3ixWY40/edit?usp=drive_link
https://www.northamptonmuseums.com/
https://www.northamptonmuseums.com/
https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/home
https://www.roalddahlmuseum.org/schools-and-groups/
https://www.roalddahlmuseum.org/schools-and-groups/
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https://northamptonshiresurprise.com/organisation/chester-farm/
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